Lynnhurst News
Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association • May 2022 • Volume 8, Issue 2

Expanding Participation in the
Neighborhood Association
Do you rent in Lynnhurst? We’d like to hear from you.
Input wanted
If you are a Lynnhurst renter and
have thoughts about how you could
contribute to the neighborhood, what
concerns renters have, and how to
interest them in participation, we would
like to hear from you. Other residents
are welcome to join this discussion, too.
Email, call or attend a Board meeting
– in person or virtual. info@lynnhurst.
org, 612-760-9199, Lynnhurst.org.
Including more of our residents
The Lynnhurst Neighborhood
Association (LYNAS) values all our
volunteers. In 2021, despite the
ongoing pandemic, they contributed
approximately 7,000 hours to improving
the neighborhood’s quality of life in a
variety of ways ranging from environmental activities to educational forums
to social events. Lynnhurst’s residents are
predominantly homeowners and white
(86% and 87%, respectively) so it’s not
a big surprise that the makeup of our
Board and volunteer pool largely reflects
those demographics. LYNAS would like
participation from a diversity of residents
in creating and implementing our activities, so this year we plan to try to engage
some of those not presently participating.

Starting with tenants
We currently have no renters involved
in LYNAS’s core activities. To help
neighborhood associations achieve
diverse participation, Minneapolis’s
Neighborhood and Community
Relations department established
the Equitable Engagement Fund. This
supports targeted outreach to underengaged groups, and we received a small
grant from the fund this year to engage
tenants. This is an appropriate starting
point for learning how to connect with
under-represented residents because the
city can supply a list of rental properties
in the neighborhood. We can expand the
effort to other groups going forward as
we get experience with targeted outreach.
Tenant concerns may differ
The Association has two initial objectives with this effort; we would like to
learn how best to reach tenants, and to
understand their concerns. Do tenants
want more-or-less the same things
homeowners want from a neighborhood?
One could speculate about commonalities and differences, but we’d like to hear
about those directly. Many homeowners
likely think of their commitment to
own a residence in Lynnhurst as a
longer-term investment in both financial
and quality-of-life terms. Renters can be

short-, medium-, or long-term, and this
variation almost certainly would correlate
to a range of interests and level of energy
for getting involved with LYNAS.
Learning how to do outreach
There are various ways to connect with
specific groups in the neighborhood.
Possibly the most effective is doorknocking, but this presents challenges.
First, it requires staff and/or volunteers to
do it. LYNAS has one 1/4 time staff person
who is fully engaged with our ongoing
activities and the other neighborhoods he
works for, and our volunteers are likewise
already contributing their time in various
ways. It may be possible to hire and train
someone to add to our door-knocking
resources, but that remains to be determined. It is also difficult to gain access to
the front doors of rental units that do not
have a separate street entrance for each
resident, as do double bungalows and
duplexes. We’ll have to figure these things
out if door knocking is to be effective.
Social media, US mail, and tabling outside larger rental units and at events are
other ways to connect to targeted groups,
but these have challenges, too. This year
will be a learning experience for us.

Home Page - LYNAS website
designed by Linda

Neighborhood Association Board
Welcomes Two New Board Members
By: Beth Ashbrook

Linda McConley
Linda and her husband, Steve, have lived in Lynnhurst since
2001. Their three kids attended Burroughs, Justice Page, and
now Washburn. She’s held a variety of local volunteer positions
for her kids’ schools, sports clubs, and other activities.
Linda spent much of her career in corporate communications before
starting a website design/development business in 2016. Prior to
joining the Lynnhurst Board, she worked with the Communications
Committee to create our attractive new Lynnhurst website – a screenshot
of the home page is shown here. She’s excited to be an elected Board
member and is looking forward to helping share Lynnhurst’s story.
Linda McConley

Linda enjoys gardening, walking and biking with family and
friends “through our amazing neighborhood and city.”
Dyan Venters
Dyan retired to Minneapolis in 2015 after a long career with ConAgra
Foods. She and her spouse purchased a home in the Lynnhurst
neighborhood and plan to live here throughout retirement.
She has been involved in the community via the League of Women Voters,
as Program Chair for two years. Dyan also volunteers at Alternative
School for Teen Mothers and is a member of their site council. She is
an avid gardener, knitter and is very interested in the environment, the
aesthetics of our community and maintaining a walkable community. Her
husband, Richard, serves on the LYNAS Environmental Committee.

Dyan Venters
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Dyan was profiled in the August, 2021 issue of this newsletter. In it, she
wrote of her experiences moving to Minneapolis and deciphering a different culture from her prior residences in Texas, Hawaii and California.
Through her volunteering she has tried to gain an understanding of the
dichotomy of an attractive, well-educated city for some communities but
one with major racial disparities in education and housing opportunities.

BUSINESS

Spotlight

Business Spotlight: Changes Underway
for Lynnhurst Small Businesses
By: Paul Daggett and Peter Nussbaum

Shortwave Coffee
Opening
A new coffee shop is opening
in the location previously
occupied by Whole Sum, next
door to Zinnia at 50th and
Bryant. Shortwave has multiple locations spread widely
across the United States, but it
is not a franchise. It’s a family
affair. Shortwave originated
in Columbia, Missouri, where
there are now 2 locations.
Murad Muhammad, who
is running the new store in
Minneapolis, explained that
his family did not actually
start Shortwave; it was a great
coffee shop they liked very
near the Muhammads’ other
business selling olive oil.
When the opportunity arose,
they bought Shortwave and
it has been a big success, with
Tampa and Minneapolis
joining Columbia with stores
– all run by Muhammad
family members. Shortwave
is known for its quality
coffees – it’s also a roastery
– but Muhammad said he
also wants the shop to be
a gathering space for the
community. Shortwave will
also offer espresso, lattes, tea
and hot chocolate. They hope
to open by the end of June.
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Guse Green
Grocer Closes
After an 11-year run, Guse
Green Grocer at 46th and
Bryant has closed. This
business may have been
unique in the city for small
corner food stores, selling a
selection of fresh produce,
artisan baked goods, dairy
and other items, operating a
deli and not selling cigarettes
or lottery tickets. Tom
Thompson, owner of the
grocer and Guse Hardware
next door, reported that
the two-year pandemic had
caused a significant decline in
the Green Grocer’s business,
especially for the deli, which
had made a substantial
contribution to the business
prior to Covid. He speculated
that Lynnhurst’s residents,
in particular the “order
everything on the Internet”
generation, may have
switched entirely to grocery
deliveries or drive through
pickup during the pandemic.
The store’s major suppliers
had doubled and tripled their
minimum orders, which
didn’t help. The good news;
the hardware store’s business
is holding up and there has
been substantial interest in the
Green Grocer space, although
not for another small grocer.

Malt Shop Gets a Reboot
Rebecca Illingworth Penichot,
owner of Tinto at 50th and
Penn, has purchased the Malt
Shop. Currently undergoing
a full overhaul, her plan is
to update and upgrade this
long-standing Lynnhurst
restaurant (since 1973) but
maintain the basic maltsand-burgers concept along
with the look and feel of the
Malt Shop that is so familiar
to neighborhood patrons.
The new version will have a
family-friendly restaurant
on one side and a small wine
and beer bar on the other
side, remodeled bathrooms,
and “new” vintage fixtures.
“Skinny,” the manager under
the previous owner, will
continue in that capacity, and
the employees are covered
with full medical benefits
while the remodel proceeds.
The goal is to reopen the
restaurant at the end of May.

Zinnia Going
100% Online
Zinnia, the Mexican Folk
Arts store on the corner of
50th and Bryant, has closed.
However, Zinnia will carry
on as a 100% online business.
The owner, Anne Damon,
will continue to travel to
Mexico to collect unique folk
art pieces for sale, but they
will only be available online.
Zinnia decided to close now
because online sales had
already increased during the
pandemic and because the
forthcoming construction
projects on Bryant Ave. and
50th street will be disruptive.
Zinnia had been on the corner
for 10 years and its colorful
storefront will be missed.
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Newsletter of the Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC),
part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association (LYNAS)

LYNNHURST YARDS & GARDENS FOR CLEAN WATER
PROGRAM—SPRING UPDATE
This year’s program includes six raingardens, native plantings, or turf replacements, plus four maintenance consultations
and is well underway with site consultations
and designs. Installations are expected
during the week of June 20.
Another garden tour will take place in
September, showcasing projects completed
during the prior five years of the program.
Stay tuned!

RESTORATIONS AT LAKE HARRIET & THE CREEK
LEC and other neighborhood volunteers were
anxiously awaiting the arrival of warmer spring
weather to see the results of 2021 efforts to
remove invasive species and replant natives.
Now that plants are emerging, we are beginning to see the fruits of our labors. In addition
to this lakeside area at Lake Harriet Pkwy. and
Morgan Ave., volunteers are working to
restore the triangle of land directly across
from the lakeside area, rife with invasive plants.
The areas along Minnehaha Creek next to and east of the Dupont Ave. stairs are
progressing nicely after native plants were installed last summer. Keep watching!

WE ARE STILL OBSERVI NG ILLEGAL DUMPING!
As volunteers began working along Lake Harriet and Minnehaha Creek this spring,
illegal dumping was again noticed, including lots of dog poop, yard waste and trash.
Please REMEMBER THAT THIS TYPE OF DISPOSAL IS ILLEGAL! Bacteria and
parasites in pet waste can sicken people, pets and wildlife, in addition to harming
water quality. Further, invasive species could be in the yard waste and be spread in
natural areas. If you see illegal dumping, call 311 and report as much detail as
you’re able. Recent dumping reported in Lynnhurst resulted in a homeowner being
fined and required to clean-up the pet waste. Please help keep our natural areas
free of harmful waste and debris.
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Upcoming Events
•
•
•
•

June 6—LEC Meeting 6:30-8:00
May-Jun—Garlic Mustard
Pulls
JulOctober
11—LEC 2012
Meeting 6:30-8:00
Aug 4—Lynnhurst Summer
Festival

Garlic Mustard Pulls
during late May
and
early June
Join members of the LEC in
our annual efforts to remove
garlic mustard from natural
areas along Minnehaha Creek
and around Lake Harriet.
Watch social media or email
us if you would like
information about when
groups will gather
for the pulls.
lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com

We’d like to hear from you!
Please send us your comments and
suggestions:
lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com
http://
enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/

Like Lynnhurst Neighborhood on Facebook and
stay connected.

IT’S MORE THAN A PLA NT SALE!

Free and Open to All, Rain or Shine

Saturday, June 4, 2022, 9:00am-1:00pm
Oakdale Fire Station #1
5000 Hadley Ave N, Oakdale

Saturday, June 11, 2022, 9:00am-1:00pm
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
3920 Victoria St N, Shoreview

Expo: Learn to select and grow native plants
for pollinators, wildlife, and water quality. Visit
with educators and experts from conservation
and environmental organizations. Get your
landscaping questions answered.

Market: Purchase MN native plants from
multiple growers. No systemic insecticides
Cash or Check Preferred

WILD ONES: NATIVE PLANTS, NATURAL LANDSCAPES

Looking for a great resource with more information on native plant landscaping? Check out the Wild Ones Twin
Cities website at http://www.wildonestwincities.org/ Their mission is to educate the public about the benefits of
preserving and restoring biodiversity of our native plant communities, beginning in our own yards and
gardens. Wild Ones is a national, not-for-profit environmental education and advocacy organization founded in 1979.
The Twin Cities Chapter of Wild Ones was chartered in 2001. Meetings are free and open to the public.

Plant milkweed to maintain monarchs! It’s a simple equation: No Milkweed = No Monarchs

CONSIDER ADOPTING A STORM DRAIN NEAR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
Remember all those flooded intersections in March? Many residents helped
by clearing the ice and snow away from the catch basin, aka storm drain, to
allow the water to drain. This is also important during the spring, summer
and fall when leaves, sticks and other debris accumulate and are then
washed into the drains and our local waters. Join other Lynnhurst
residents making a positive difference by ADOPTING A STORM
First-yearnear
garlicyour
mustard
DRAIN
home or business. This involves removing leaves and
other debris covering the drain and placing the leaves/sticks in your yard
waste bags for collection. Please place non-yard waste materials in your
recycling or trash. Recruit your neighbors to work with you! Contact
Becky at 612-239-3208 or wardellgaertnerbecky47@gmail.com to sign up.
Mature, flowering garlic
THANK YOU!
mustard second year

ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association. We meet once a month to discuss environmental
concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would like to be involved, join us at
our monthly meeting on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway. If you are unable to
attend but would still like to participate or be on our email list, contact the LEC at lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com
Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst
Neighborhood Association. Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, lynnhurst.org
Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/ for more information and previous issues of this newsletter.

Lynnhurst Newsletter
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What We Can All Do to Reduce Climate Change
By Dyan Venters

Many of us continue to wonder what
we can do to reduce the impact of
climate change in our day-to-day living. I attended the April Civic Buzz
event put on by the League of Women
Voters Minneapolis, which featured
speaker Kim Havey, City of Minneapolis
Director of Sustainability. He presented
ways each of us can reduce our carbon
footprint, including:
F

Become engaged in environmental
justice and racial equity

F

Install rooftop solar or subscribe
to a community solar garden

An additional idea is to minimize air
travel where and when possible.

F

Divest from fossil fuel companies

F

Support federal and state
legislation for 100% renewable electricity by 2035

While it’s difficult for most of us to
enact every one of these changes, it’s
suggested we choose at least one to
start with, or to add on to what we’re
already doing. Every little action helps.

F

Advocate for net zero
energy building code

F

Submit comments to the
Public Utilities Commission

F

Support non-profit environmental organizations

F

Eat meat-free twice a week

F

Electrify appliances

F

Compost food waste

F

Install EV charging at your home

F

Reduce natural gas use

F

F

Drive less and walk more

Advocate for federal renewable energy standard

F

Sign up for Nice Ride and
enjoy an electric bike

F

Stop buying plastics

F

Use reusable bags and containers

F

Plant trees and pollinatorfriendly habitats

F

Sell your car and join
Hour Car instead

Connect with LYNAS | lynnhurst.org
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Learn More
You can watch the entire presentation at
lwvmpls.org (go to Civic Education, Civic
Buzz, and then April Civic Buzz: Climate
Change). You can also find Minneapolis
environmental statistics there.
Our Lynnhurst Environmental
Committee does a great job encouraging
us to plant pollinators and helping to
improve the neighborhood's natural
environment. Learn more about the
committee and what it does at
lynnhurst.org/environment.
Let’s all work to sustain our
planet for future generations.

Coordinator
Andrew Degerstrom
andrew.degerstrom@lynnhurst.org

The Association's mission is to foster
a strong sense of community for
all within Lynnhurst, contributing
to a stronger Minneapolis.

Lake Harriet Bandshell
Summer 2022 Music Series
Monday, Thursday, Friday - 1st & 3rd Saturdays 7:30pm
Sunday 2:00pm & 5:30pm

May
M 30th Double
Header

Top Shelf
5:30-7:00
Big Mike's
Retro Soul &
Westside Horns
7:30-9:00

Su 12th

Su 26th

Sa 9th

Su 24th

Capri Big Band
2:00-3:30

Jazz on the
Prairie Big
Band
2:00-3:30

MN Pops
Orchestra
7:30-9:00

Nantania &
Ticket to Brasil
2:00-3:30

Su 10th

Funktion
Junktion
5:30-7:00

MN Pops
Orchestra
2:00-3:30

MN Pops
Orchestra
5:30-7:00

Michael
Monroe
7:30-9:00

Star Tribune
Music &
Movies
Presented by
Bridgewater
Bank
7:30-9:00

M 25th

Su 7th

Sesay
5:30-7:00

Saddle Sores
7:30-9:00

M 11th

Th 28th

BOB! (music of
Dylan)
2:00-3:30

Sa 20th

M 27th

Percolators
Band
7:30-9:00

Capitol Sons
7:30-9:00

Equador Manta
5:30-7:00

Los Rebeldes
2:00-3:30

F 29th

Minnesota
Sinfonia
7:30-9:00

M 8th

Th 14th

Mother Banjo
7:30-9:00

Rich Lewis
Band
5:30-7:00

Th 11th

M 22nd

Star of the
North Concert
Band
5:30-7:00
M 13th

June

Paul Barry
Blues Band
7:30-9:00

Th 2nd

Th 16th

Linden Hills
Chamber
Orchestra
7:30-9:00

Liam Gerard
7:30-9:00

F 3rd

Emerson
Avenue Band
7:30-9:00

F 17th

Prairie Fire
Lady Choir
7:30-9:00
Sa 18th

Dan Israel
7:30-9:00

Twin Cities
Mobile Jazz
Project
7:30-9:00

Su 5th

Su 19th

Sawyer's Dream
2:00-3:30

Cantus
2:00-3:30

Sa 4th

Issues
5:30-7:00
M 6th

Ragged But
Right
7:30-9:00
Th 9th

Kashimama
& The
Mamas Ignite
Collective
7:30-9:00
F 10th

The Belfast
Cowboys
7:30-9:00

Brass
Menagerie
5:30-7:00
M 20th

Minnesota
Freedom Band
7:30-9:00
Th 23rd

Freda
7:30-9:00
F 24th

Minnesota
Sinfonia
7:30-9:00
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Detroit Don
King Band
7:30-9:00
Th 30th

Katey B &
Those SOB's
7:30-9:00

July
F 1st

New Primitives
7:30-9:00
Sa 2nd

MN Pops
Orchestra
7:30-9:00
Su 3rd

Issho II
2:00-3:30
MN Pops
Orchestra
5:30-7:00
Th 7th

Jaspar Lepak
7:30-9:00
F 8th

The Panhandlers Steel
Drum Band
7:30-9:00

Josh Cleveland
Band
7:30-9:00
Su 17th

Louis &
Dan and the
Invisible Band
2:00-3:30
MN Pops
Orchestra
5:30-7:00
M 18th

Eleck Brooks
7:30-9:00
Th 21st

Tim Casey &
The Martyrs
7:30-9:00
F 22nd

Tre Aaron
7:30-9:00
Sa 23rd

MN Pops
Orchestra
7:30-9:00

Sa 30th

MN Pops
Orchestra
7:30-9:00
Su 31st

Kerns & The
Hemispheres
2:00-3:30
Gypsy Mania
Hot Club
Quarteet
5:30-7:00

August
M 1st

Ben Cook-Feltz
7:30-9:00
Th 4th

Ameet
7:30-9:00
F 5th

Star Tribune
Music &
Movies
Presented by

Bridgewater
Bank
7:30-9:00
Sa 6th

Luke LeBlanc
& Band
7:30-9:00
F 12th

Star Tribune
Music &
Movies
Presented by
Bridgewater
Bank
7:30-9:00
Su 14th

The Morning
Kings
2:00-3:30
Kenwood
Symphony
Orchestra
5:30-7:00
M 15th

The High 48s
7:30-9:00
Th 18th

La Danse Fatale
7:30-9:00

F 19th

Dred I Dread
7:30-9:00
Su 21st

No Limits
the B-Side
7:30-9:00
Th 25th

Papa Bleu
7:30-9:00
Sa 27th

Star Tribune
Music &
Movies
Presented by
Bridgewater
Bank
7:30-9:00
Su 28th

Westwind
Swing Band
2:00-3:30
Kendra Glenn
Band
5:30-7:00
M 29th

Atomic Beat
7:30-9:00
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News from Lynnhurst
Rec Center
Summer Camps at Lynnhurst
We are hosting a variety of camps for kids this summer at
Lynnhurst for ages 3-12, sign up at www.lynnhurstparks.org.
Creekside Campers, Theater Nest and much more! Contact
lynnhurst@minneapolisparks.org for more information.
Movie in the Park
Come kick off summer with us at our annual Movie in
the Park. This year we will show ‘Encanto’ which is great
for the whole family. We won’t talk about Bruno, but we
will have a very fun time! Monday June 27th at dusk.

Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association
3109 W 50th St #283
Minneapolis, MN 55410
Lynnhurst.org

