
 
  

The Association’s mission is to foster a strong sense of community for all within 
Lynnhurst, contributing to a stronger Minneapolis. 

 
 

 

Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, November 13, 2025 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Mount Olivet Library and Zoom 

 

AGENDA 

1.​ Introductions​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 6:30 

2.​ Agenda and Meeting Minutes - Approval (Luke)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 6:35 

Motion: Approve November agenda and October 2025 meeting minutes​ ​ ​  

3.​ A conversation with Council Member Palmisano​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

6:40 

4.​ Homework Club Presentation (Heather Anderson, Advancing Equity Coalition)​ ​ 7:00 

5.​ Treasurer's Report (Sam) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7:20 

a.​ 2026 Budget Discussion 

b.​ Give to Max Day November 20 

6.​ Annunciation Long Term Recovery plan and ask for Resident Volunteers (Sasha/Luke)​ 7:45 

7.​ Minneapolis Sanitary Sewer Initiatives Survey (Sasha)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7:55 

8.​ Facade Grant Update (Sasha) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8:00 

9.​ Committees Time Requested: ​

​ A) Environmental Committee (Mary Ellen)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8:05 

●​ Mary Ellen Schaeffer is the new LEC Chair 

●​ LEC is still looking for LYNAS Board members to join their committee 

●​ Fall Forum “Update on Urban Forest” 11/22 
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​ ​ B) Event and Engagement Committee (Michelle/Megan/Sasha)​ ​ ​ 8:10 

●​ League of Women Voters Ward 13 City Council Candidate Forum Debrief 

●​ New Event Dates:  

○​ Southwest Neighborhood Blood Drive 11/26 Lynnhurst Park 

○​ Winter Happy Hours and Volunteer Appreciation Event  12/8 St 

Genevieve 

○​ Fire and Ice 1/22 Lynnhurst Warming House 

○​ LYNAS Neighborhood Annual Meeting 2/23 Bookclub 

●​ Michelle is stepping down as E&E Chair.  Let her or Sasha know if you are 

interested in chairing that committee.  

​ ​ ​  

​ C) Livability Committee (Patrick)​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8:20 

●​ CPED Business Support Grant 

 

Attachment A - Committee Reports 

​ ​ ​  

1.​ ENVIRONMENT (Chair: Mary Ellen Schaefer ; Meeting first Monday of the month)​  

​  

Committee Name: Environment 
 

MEETING DATE: 11/03/2025 
TIME: 6:30 - 8 PM 

LOCATION: Lynnhurst Community Center 
 

Members Present: 
 
Mary Ellen, Sandy, Jane, Liz, Lois, Phoebe, Richard, Tom, Gail, Les and Jim (11) 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Minutes/Report 

1.​ Buckthorn Bust Nov. 1, 2025, post event report – Jim & Jane 
●​ A very successful event again this year, with 44 people participating next to Roberts Bird 

Sanctuary. 
●​ Two scout troops attended: #46 with 11 scouts, 4 adults, #3089 with 5 people  
●​ There continue to be differing opinions on how much buckthorn should be pulled/dug vs. simply 

cut at the 2-4 ft. level. Connie Pepin of Friends of Roberts Bird Sanctuary feels strongly about not 
pulling from slopes in an effort to prevent erosion. The hope is to resolve differences before 
future events. 
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●​ A large stand of another invasive species, Russian White Poplar, was also cut down and/or 
removed. 

●​ Next year, strive to have multiple instructors at the beginning address small groups vs. the entire 
group. 

2.​ Seed Availability and Areas for Winter Restoration, Assistance Needed?  
●​ Jim reported this will be the third year for MPRB supplying seed 
●​ Plans are to seed the west, east and south areas of Lake Harriet. 
●​ Seed is expected around the 3rd week of November and Jim could use help with spreading it. He 

will send an email when he has a firm date. 
3.​ Fall Forum Nov. 22, 9:30-11:00 – Venue, set-up, publicity/notices 
●​ New MPRB Director of Forestry Chris McMaster has been confirmed. 
●​ Multi-purpose room is reserved with a $90 fee for facility use outside of normal “open” hours 

(Noon on Saturday). This is a change in MPRB policy for the LEC. 
●​ Will request that Chris provide a formal presentation followed by Q&A/discussion. 
●​ He will also address Miyawaki (creating mini urban forests) 
●​ The date is listed on the website but needs description and picture added. Other publicity to 

follow soon. 
●​ Jane will confirm the availability of AV equipment we will furnish. 

4. Budget – Review 2025 and Finalize 2026 Proposal 
-​ This month, we’ll purchase needed additional tools: Weed Wrench Light, Uprooter Mini, 3 Fiskars 

Loppers and 2 Fiskars Folding Saw, total $578 (plus shipping for the two wrenches). 
-​ Also this month, Phoebe will replenish compostable service ware, we’ll spend an estimated $250 

for the Fall Forum and restock our supply of yard waste bags (used for garlic mustard and 
Burroughs). All 2025 expenditures will be completed in Nov. 

- ​ For 2026, we will propose the same budget line items and amounts as 2025, with the following 
exceptions: 

●​ Restoration of Natural Area - $750 (vs. $1000) 
●​ Spring Forum - $500 (vs. $1500) 
●​ Summer Festival - $500 (vs. $200—adding cart rental and canopy) 
●​ The 2026 budget will be distributed after approval by the LYNAS Board. 
●​ ​ ​  

5. Climate and Equity Update - Michael 
-​ No update from Michael. 
6. Volunteer Hours Reporting 

-​ Jane will continue to collect all hours. Try to submit your hours to her (or enter into her 
spreadsheet she will email) by year-end, mid-Jan. at the latest.  

-   MPRB, Sherry Brooks requires volunteer hours she can report 
-​ LYNAS, Sasha requires volunteer hours she includes in March report to City of Mpls. 

7. Update Accomplishments List for 2025 
-​ Mary Ellen will send out draftout a draft for review. Please respond with any additional items. 
8. 2026 Schedule 

-​ 2026 permit submitted for Monday meetings in Arts & Crafts Room, approved. (See meeting 
agenda for specific dates.) 

-​ January Social – Phoebe volunteered to host again, Jan. 8, 6-9:00, Potluck. Please think about 
an interesting group game or ??? and confer with Phoebe. 
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- ​ Looking for Spring and Fall Forum topic ideas. Suggestion for Spring: Zero Waste with Kellie Kish 
as presenter, in March. This may be a good follow-up after the February Plastic-free Challenge. 
Subcommittee Lois, Phoebe and Gail. Lois will contact Kellie. 

- ​ Fall Forum suggestion: Intensive buckthorn education session focusing on residents removing 
buckthorn from their yards (see item 11. below)  

9. Communications - Liz 
-​ Fall Forum on Trees date is on the LYNAS website (see item 3. above)  
10. Publicity Assistance Needed 
-​ Buy Nothing – Gail 
-​ Facebook, Instagram? – Sasha (Liz will verify) 
- ​ LYNAS web page – Liz sends to Linda M. 
-​ Nextdoor – Amy has been doing. Tom can also post. 
-​ Gmail Blast – Sandy 
11. Homeowner Education on Buckthorn in Yards 

-​ Paul R. asked that we discuss removal from yards. It’s been an issue the LHEC has talked about 
and knows it can be a sensitive topic. (LHEC has 76 people on their email list now.) 

- ​ We could educate, help with removal, maybe assist with subsidy for replacement plants.  
-​ Mary Ellen will begin looking for grant opportunities. 

     12. Miscellaneous 
​ -​ Richard toured a WM composting facility on a tour set up by Susan H. on behalf of the 

LWV. It was very interesting and might be a good future tour for the LEC. 
​ - ​ Tom recently toured Eureka Recycling and thought it was very informative (ditto above). 
​ -​ Reimbursement procedure and sales tax exemption—See Nov. 3 email from Sandy and 

please copy Mary Ellen and Sandy on all requests sent to Sasha.  
​ -​ Minneapolis Snow Patrol Pilot Program virtual informational meeting Oct. 9,  

12 p.m. or 6 p.m. – Did anyone attend one of these Zoom meetings? 
 

Next Meeting: Monday December 1, 6:30-8 pm at Lynnhurst Community Center 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Actions Requested of LYNAS Board of Directors/time requests at board meeting: 

1.​ The LEC Fall Forum “Update on Our Urban Forest” is Saturday, November 22, 2025  
2.​ Request update on LYNAS board members attending LEC meetings 

 
 

 

  

 

2.​ EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT (Chair: Michelle Hansmann; Board members: Megan, Paul, Linda, 

Jesse, Jose; Meeting quarterly and on an ad hoc basis) 

 

Committee Name: Events and Engagement Committee 
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MEETING DATE: N/A 

TIME:N/A  
LOCATION: N/A 

 
Members Present: 
Members Absent:  
 
Minutes/Report: 
 
Decisions Made: Dates and locations have been finalized for the following events 

●​ Southwest Neighborhood Blood Drive 11/26 Lynnhurst Rec Center 
●​ Winter Happy Hour and Volunteer Appreciation Event 12/8 St Genevieve 
●​ Fire and Ice 1/22 Lynnhurst Warming House/Ice Rink 
●​ LYNAS Annual Meeting 2/23 Bookclub 

Actions Requested of LYNAS Board of Directors/time requests at board meeting: 
1.​ Help spread the word about our events and attend if you can.  We may ask for a few 

volunteers at a later date 
2.​ Still looking for Events and Engagement Chair  

 

 

3.​ COMMUNICATIONS (Chair: Linda McConley; Board members: Michelle, Michael, Sam; Meet each 

quarter based on newsletter schedule) 

​  

Committee Name: Communications 

 

MEETING DATE: N/A 

TIME: N/A 

LOCATION: N/A 
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Members Present: 

Members Absent: 

Minutes/Report: 

Decisions Made: 

Actions Requested of LYNAS Board of Directors/time requests at board meeting: 

Recent work completed: 

·        Sent ENews 

·        Got the quarterly newsletter written, edited, and to the printer 

·        Did several social media posts 

·        Posted several website calendar events and articles for the LEC 

4.​ BUDGET AND FINANCE (Chair: Sam Kwon; Board members: Luke, Megan, Patrick L.; Meeting 

every third Thursday of the month) 

​ ​ No report was submitted.  

​ ​ Met in October to go over draft budget 

 

5.​ LIVABILITY (Chair: Patrick McDougle; Board members: Don, Paul, Luke, Jesse, Mike, Patrick L; 

Meet the fourth Thursday of the month) 

 

​ ​ No report was submitted. The committee did not hold an October meeting. 

 

​  
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